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he had no great difficulty; but he found much more with his
own kinsmen and near neighbours, the Arabs of Shomer.

In order to carry out his views for enriching the country by
the benefits of free and regular commerce, security on the high
roads and the cessation of plundering forays were indispensable.
Now the tribe of Dja'afar, his own blood relations, had grown
especially insolent through the favour of 'Abd-Allah, whose in-
struments they had been in subduing the towns and villages of
the mountain. Telal, who had not the same need of them,
played his father's game backwards, subduing these same
Bedouins by the means of the very populations whom they had
formerly oppressed, and who were naturally eager for their turn
of revenge; while the quarrels of the clansmen among them-
selves afforded him frequent occasion for setting them one
against another, till, weakened and divided, they all in com-
mon submitted to his yoke. " Divide et impera," is a maxim
known to Arab, no less than to European statesmanship.
Henceforth no Bedouin in Djebel Shomer, or throughout the
whole kingdom, could dare to molest traveller or peasant

This obstacle removed, Telal applied himself with character-
istic vigour and good sense to the execution of more pacific
projects. Merchants from Basrah, from Meshid 'Alee and
Wasit, shopkeepers from Medinah -and even from Yemen, were
invited by liberal offers to come and establish themselves in
the new market of Ha'yel. With some Telal made govern-
ment contracts equally lucrative to himself and to them; to
others he granted privileges and immunities; to all protection
and countenance. Many of these traders belonged to the
Shiya'a sect, hated by all good Sonnites, doubly hated by the
WaJihabees. But Telal affected not to perceive their religious
discrepancies, and silenced all murmurs by marks of special
favour towards these very dissenters, and also by the advantages
which their presence was not long in procuring for the town.
The desired impulse was given, and IJa'yel became a centre of
trade and industry, and many of its inhabitants followed the ex-
ample of the foreigners thus settled among them, and rivalled
them in diligence and in wealth.

All this, however, could not but irritate the Wahhabee faction
of the country, at whose head stood the sanguinary fanatic
'Obeyd. Feysul, too, already annoyed by the IJaseem annexa-